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PREFACE. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  Saffron  Walden  Borough 
Council. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Saffron  alden. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  rose  from  7340  in  1956  to 
7430  in  1957. 

There  were  117  births  and  125  deaths  during  the  year  compared 
with  1 1 6  births  and  156  deaths  in  1956. 

On  the  whole  1957  was  a  healthy  year  apart  from  a  very  wide¬ 
spread  epidemic  of  Asian  Influenza  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
Fortunately  most  cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  No  cases  of  diphtheria 
or  food  poisoning  occurred  and  there  was  only  one  case  of  polio¬ 
myelitis. 

The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  further 
developed  by  the  Essex  County  Council  during  the  year  and  the 
response  of  the  public  v/as  very  good. 

Statutory  action  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951  had  to  be  taken  in  no  less  than  3  cases  in  1957.  The  first  case 
was  an  extremely  ill  old  lady  of  83  years  who  vras  living  alone  and 
for  whom  adequate  care  and  attention  could  not  be  provided  in  her  own 
home.  This  lady  was  mentally  confused  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
give  her  consent  to  be  removed  to  hospital.  She  was  admitted  under 
a  Magistrate’s  Order  on  18. 1.57  and  died  on  20.1.57.  The  other  two 
cases  were  a  husband  and  wife  aged  84  and  83  respectively.  The  wife 
was  hallucinated,  wandered  into  neighbours’  houses  and  often  had 
falls.  The  husband  was  a  very  frail  old  man  who  had  recently  been 
ill  and  who  was  quite  unable  to  control  his  wife’s  actions.  The 
family  doctor  and  neighbours  were  gravely  concerned  about  the  old 
lady's  erratic  behaviour  and  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to 
provide  proper  care  and  attention  for  the  couple.  Both  old  people 
refused  their  consent  for  institutional  or  hospital  care,  in  spite 
of  the  persuasion  of  relatives  and  of  the  general  practitioner. 
Statutory  action  had  to  be  taken  when  the  wife  had  a  rather  severe 
fall.  The  old  lady  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  the  old  gentleman 
to  hostel  accommodation  on  18.2.57. 


(i) 


I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  particularly 
the  Health  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  given  me  during  the 
year  and  the  Borough  officials  for  their  help  and  assistance.  My 
particular  thanks  are  due  once  more  to  the  Borough  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  E.D.  Edwards,  and  to  my  Secretary,  Miss  A.M.  Lamb, 
the  Issex  County  Council  , elf are  Foods/Clinic  Clerks,  Mrs.  Sharp, 
Mrs.  Cushion  and  Mrs.  hhiffen  rendered  most  loyal  assistance 
during  the  year  and  I  was  deeply  appreciative  of  their  help. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


IRENE  M.  CONWAY  HASTILOW. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  social  conditions  of  the  Borough, 


Area:  7,502  acres. 


Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

resident  population  mid-year  1957)? 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957) 

according  to  Rate  Books  : 


7,430 

2,515 


Rateable  Value  -  (April  1st,  195/) 


£111, 647 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (Year  ended  31.3.57):  £438.4. 2d. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


(corrections  being  made  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 


Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  Total  : 

114 

)Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Legitimate  : 

51 

56 

)of  the  estimated 

Illegitimate  : 

3 

4 

population:  15.7 

STILL  BIRTHS :  Total  : 

3 

Legitimate  : 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  : 

— 

— 

DEATHS  :  Total  : 

1  25 

66 

59 

)Death  Rate  per  1000 

1  r  ,  .1.  •  .1 .  -n 

of  the  estimated 
population:  16.8 


1  . 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11 . 
12. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  1957. 
(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1958) 


Cause  of  Death. 


Male . 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 


0  (0) 
o  (o) 
o  (o) 
o  (0) 
o  (o) 
o  (1) 
0  (o) 
0  (0) 
o  (o) 
2  (3) 
4  4 
o  (o) 


Female. 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 
o  (o) 
o  (o) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

o  (o) 

0  {2 
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Male . 


Female  c 


13.  Malignant  neoplasm,,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

3°.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
31 .  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


0  (0) 
6  (10) 
0  (1  ) 
2  (0) 
5  (10) 
3  (4) 

0  (1  ) 
12  (10) 
6  (2) 
1  7) 

6  (2 

3  (4 

0  (1 
1  (2 
1  (0) 
1  (0) 
1  3) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

9  (14 
1  (0 
1  (0 
1  (0 
0  (0 


3  (0) 

4  (2) 

0  (0) 

0  ( 2) 
8(11 
6  (3 

1  (0) 
12  (17) 

2  (2) 

0  (9) 


1  (0) 
0  (l  ) 


0  (0) 

0  (0) 
2  (0) 
10  (13) 
1  (1  ) 
0  (0) 
1  (0 
0  (0) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

From  puerperal  sepsis  :  0 

From  other  puerperal  causes  :  0  Total 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

(I 


(Legitimate) 

llegitimate) 


0 

M.  F. 

1  2 

Total  3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:  (Legitimate) 

(illegitimate) 


1 

Total  2 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  :  26.3 


There  was  no  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  disease 
during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  9  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


Notifiable  diseases 

(other  than  tuber 

culosis)  notified 

dur ing 

the  year  1 957  ° 

1957.  1 

956. 

Measles 

00  00  0  e 

132 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

O  0  0  0  0  e 

7 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

00  0  e  00 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

4 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic 

1 

— 

(Non-paralytic 

- 

- 

Virus  Encephalitis 

00  00  00 

— 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery  . 

00  00  00 

4 

- 

Pneumonia 

0  e  00  0  • 

5 

— 

Diphtheria . 

For  the  eighth 

year  running  no 

cases  of  diphtheria  were 

notified  in  the  Borough. 


Poliomyelitis . 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  occurred  during  1957. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 


Non-no t if iable  Infectious  Diseases. 


No  serious  outbreaks  occurred  during  the  year.  Mild  out¬ 
breaks  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  occurred  from  time  to  time.  No 
causa.1  organisms  were  isolated  and  the  infection  was  assumed  to 
be  of  viral  origin. 


Tuberculosis . 


New  cases  notified and  mortality  during  1957. 

Notifications:  Four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  three 

cases  of  non-pulrnonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  one  case  moved  into  the  Borough. 

(in  1956  three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  three  cases 
moved  into  the  Borough) . 

Deaths  :  NIL  (No  deaths  occurred  in  1956). 
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SECTION  B  -  General  provision  of  Health  Services  f or  the  Borough. 


Laboratory  Service  -  Bacteriological  Service.  The  District  is 
served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory*  Tennis  Court  Road* 
Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities  -  A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is 
provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  ambulance  station 
is  at  Saffron  Malden  and  is  on  the  telephone*  but  as  the 
driver  and  attendant  may  be  away  from  the  station  answering  a  call 
per sonsur gently  requiring  an  ambulance  are  advised  to  dial 
^999’  and  ask  for  an  ambulance;  where  there  is  no  dialling 
system  it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an 
ambulance . 

Non-emergency  calls  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital* 
a  doctor  or  nurse*  or  other  competent  person  such  as  a  duly 
authorised  officer  of  the  Mental  Health  Service. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  -  These  services  are 

carried  out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Domiciliary  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors  -  Two  Health  Visitors 
work  in  the  Borough. 

Domestic  Help  Service  -  Applications  for  domestic  help  should 
be  made  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer*  Mid-Essex  Division* 

75?  Springfield  Road*  Chelmsford. 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  -  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at 
2  p.m.  on  the  1st  Tuesday  afternoon  in  each  month  at  69?  High 
Street*  Saffron  Malden. 

Care  of  Children  up  to  school  age  -  Child  he If are  sessions  are 
held  at  Saffron  ./alden  every  Friday  afternoon.  Children  are 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  at  the  Minor 
Ailment  Clinics.  Vaccinations  are  not  carried  out  at  the 
clinics  as  a  routine  but  are  performed  by  the  family  doctor. 

Care  of  School  Children  -  Regular  School  Medical  Inspections  are 
carried  out  at  all  schools.  Children  are  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  with  the  consent  of  their  parents. 

The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was 
further  developed  during  the  year. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards 

and  provide  medical*  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals 

which  serve  Saffron  Malden  population  are  those  in  Saffron  Walden, 
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Cambridge  and  Bishop's  Stortford,.  Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to  Brookfields  Hospital, 
Cambridge. 

Chest  Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  the  Borough. 
There  is  one  at  Saffron  halden  General  Hospital  and  one  at 
Castle  Hill,  Cambridge. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinic  at 
Addenbrooke*7  s  ospital,  Cambridge,  and  at  the  Herts  L  Essex 
Hospital,  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

national  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

Statutory  Action  had  to  be  taken  under  this  Act  in  3  cases 
during  1557. 


SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough, 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
(Mr.  T.l.  Cloughton)  for  the  following  report 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Apart  from  a  number  of  complaints  of  smell  being  received 
from  certain  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridge  End  during  the 
very  hot  weather  in  June  last,  the  sewage  disposal  works  continue 
to  give  good  service. 

Certain  improvements  by  way  of  increasing  the  cubic 
capacity  of  one  of  the  old  rectangular  filter  beds,  and  the 
installation  of  a  number  of  circular  distributors,  in  place  of 
the  old  travelling  distributors  which  have  been  beyond  repair  for 
some  considerable  time,  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year 
ul.th  the  gratifying  result  that  the  provision  of  the  proposed 
new  sewage  disposal  works  does  not  appear  necessary  for  some 
years. 


The  small  disposal  plants  at  Sewards  End  and  Little  Walden 
Council  Housing  Sites  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 


Swimming  Bath. 

The  purification  and  heating  plant  has  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  and  a  high  standard  of  purity  has  been  maintained 
in  the  pool. 

Water  Supply. 

Throughout  the  district  the  standard  of  water  for  domestic 
purposes  has  been  maintained  at  a  very  high  level. 
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ANALYSIS  ON  a  SAMPLE  OF'  WATER. 


Labelled  -  Tap  direct  from  main  water  supply  at  the  Municipal 
Offices,  Saffron  Walden.  Source  initially  from  Lore 
in  chalk. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Appearance  :  Clear  and  bright. 


Turbidity:  Nil. 

Colour  . . . .  Nil 

pH  . .  7.2 


Electric  Conductivity  ....  600 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride  . .  22 


Hardness :  Total . .  170 

Carbonate  170) 

Non- carbonate  0) 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . . 4.8 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  .....  0.000 

Albuminiod  Nitrogen  .....  0.000 

Metals  . . Absent 


Odour  . . .  Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  . .  . ....  40 
Total  Solids  ............  400 


Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  .  285 


Nitrite  Nitrogen  .....  Absent 
Oxygen  Absorbed  . .  0.00 


Residual  Chlorine  ....  Absent 


Bacteriological  Results. 


Number  of  Colonies 


1  day  at 
37  C. 


2  days  at 

37  c. 


3  days  at 
20°C . 


developing  on  Agar  ( 

.  . .  per  ml. 

. . .  per  ml. 

...  per -ml. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes 

Present  in 

Absent  from 

Probable  No. 

Reaction 

0 

1 — 1 

S 

e 

• 

0 

...  ml . 

. .  per  100  ml. 

Bact . coli. (Type  l) 

. . .  ml . 

• 

• 

1 — 1 

a 

0 

• 

. .  per  100  ml . 

Cl.  Tire  1  chi i  Reaction 

...  ml . 

•  ©  •  ml  • 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very 
moderate  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constit¬ 
uents  in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which,  from  the  aspect 
of  the  chemical  analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.  A  lower  content  of  free  carbon 
dioxide  would  be  advantageous  for  minimising  any  difficulties 
which  may  be  experienced  due  to  corrosive  tendencies  of  this 
softened  water. 
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REPORT 
of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1957 


REP0RT_0F_TH5_PUB;lIC_HMLTH_  INSPECTOR 

POR_THE_YEARi_ll9^7i 


To:  The  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Saffron  Walden 
Borough  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

for  the  year  ?g|yf'LLr’e  in  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report, 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  very  much  of  a 
routine  nature  but  certain  events  are  worthy  of  particular  mention. 

The  coming  into  being  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  prepared  the 

oTdwenf^h  r  em?ha?KS  ”^ng  Placed  °n  the  ^Pair ‘and  improvement 
linghouses  in  "^he  future.  The  Housing  Survey  carried  out 

to  determine  houses  for  Slum  Clearance 
also . indicated  bhat  a  large  number  of  rented  houses  were  in 
varying  staces  o±  disrepair.  Action  to  secure  the  repair  of 
cer-cam  of  these  houses  was  taken  as  they  were  inspected  but  it 
i°  tnat  at  least  two  hundred  houses  are  still  in  need  of 

ad^nted  bv^'t  thiS  r®port  was  Prepared  a  policy  had  been 

adopted  by  which  this  important  task  is  to  be  carried  out. 


A  .  The  visits  of  the  Rodent  Research  Team  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Pood  to  the  Borough  were  verv 

treatment^  V  •  f  °Un+  their  methods  in  carrying  out  experimental 

b  tnis. nature  most  interesting  and  instructive.  The 
^  " T  *  ieir.  visits  was  to  try  a  new  type  of  poison  for  rats 
J  ^  sewers  with  the  object  of  reducing  time  spent  on  this 
type  of  rodent  control. 

As  1S  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  slowing  down  of  the  Council’s 
building  programme  became  very  noticeable  during  the  year 
particularly  as  the  previous  year  had  been  such  a  good  one  in 
!£  respecu.  fortunately  there  was  no  great  increase  in  the 

°f  n6W  ??5lica?Js  but  the  losing  of  new  tenants  became 
oSf6  moi?e  dllllCLllu  as  "the  number  of  houses  available  de- 

C.T0Q.  SG  CL  o 

rpc!lll  The  Counei1  ‘s  Slum  Clearance  programme  also  suffered  as  a 
.  sult«  Tt  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  general  conditions  will 
improve^ in  order  that  further  houses  may  be  built  in  the  very 
near  future  xor  persons  displaced  by  slum  clearance  and  for  the 
large  number  of  general  applicants. 


(i) 


In  conclusion  I  gratefully  thank  all  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  support  and  interest  in  my  work,  particularly  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  the  happy  relationship 
enjoyed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.D.  Edwards, 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Housing  Officer. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  and  WATER  SAMPLES. 


Main  Supplies. 


The  regular  routine  sampling  of  the  main  supplies  at  points 
in  and  outside  the  Town  continued  as  during  previous  years.  The 
majority  oi  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and,  with  one  exception,  were  all  highly  satisfactory.  The 
exception  was  a  sample  taken  from  a  bungalow  at  Sewards  End  and 
the  report  indicated  that  very  slight  contamination  was  present, 
as  all  other  samples  from  this  area  have  been  satisfactory  it 
seems  likely  that  the  sample  may  have  been  inadvertently  contam¬ 
inated  in  the  course  of  collection,  thus  giving  a  false  report. 

Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  were  highly  satisfactory. 


Well  Supplies. 


The  wells  known  to  provide  water  for  drinking  purposes  are 
as  follows 

— Byrds  harm.  Deep  well  extended  by  bore,  pumped  to  storage 
tank  and  piped  to  supply  five  dwellings  and  stock  at  the 
farm.  Bacteriological  samples  were  generally  satisfactory 
but  occasional  unsatisfactory  samples  suggested  that  the 
well  was  liable  to  intermittent  contamination.  Work  to 
prevent  the  penetration  of  surface  and  sub-soil^in^o  the 
well  has  now  been  carried  out.  It  has  also  been  suggested 
that  a  large  area  of  land  around  the  well  be  fenced  to  keep 
all  live  stock  from  the  vicinity. 

2.  Ice  House  Lodge.  Audley  End  Mansion.  Deep  well  supplying 
the  Lodge  only,  raised  by  hand  pump.  All  samples  highly 
satisfactory. 

3.  Cement  Cottages,  Thaxted  Road.  Deep  well,  water  pumped  to 
storage  tank  and  piped  to  supply  two  cottages  and  a  factory. 
All  samples  were  satisfactory. 

k.  Woodstones  Cottage,  Sewards  End.  Supply  from  well  situated 
at  Woodstones  Farm  in  the  Rural  District  Council’s  area. 

Water  pumped  to  storage  tank  and  then  piped  to  Woodstones 
Cottage.  One  sample  showed  that  gross  contamination  was 
present  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  R.D.C. 
was  requested  to  investigate  the  source.  Subsequent  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

A  polluted  well  supplying  two  dwellings  known  as  Granta  Cottages, 
North  End,  was  replaced  by  a  main  supply. 
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Other  Samples. 


xv/o  samples  were  taken  where  drinking  water  was  obtained 
from  cl  storage  tank  xed  by  the  main  supply.  The  samples  vrere 
unsatisfactory  and  the  occupier  was  recommended  to  draw  all 
drinking  water  direct  from  the  main  supply. 


Municipal  Swimming  Pool. 

All  samples  taken  were  satisfactory.  The  chlorine  and 
soda  content  together  with  temperature  of  the  ’water  is  checked 
and  recorded  at  least  twice  daily  by  the  Pool  Attendant. 


Summary  of  Bacteriological  Samples  Taken. 


Source. 


Number.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 


Main  supply  -  Town  Area. 
Main  supply  -  Sewards  End. 
Main  supply  -  Audley  End- 


25 

24 


25 

23 


Nil 


Village . 


15 

17 

4 

13 

2 


15 

17 

4 

10 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

2 


Main  supply  -  Little  Walden. 
Municipal  Swimming  Pool. 

.ell  supplies. 

Other  Samples. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT .  1936. 


Section  83.  Filthy  or  verminous  premises. 

A  Council  house  vacated  as  the  result  of  ejectment  pro¬ 
ceedings  was  found  to  he  lightly  infested  with  hugs  and  was  disin- 
fested°throughout .  Similarly  a  private  house  vacant  on  the  death 
of  the  elderly  tenant  was  found  to  he  heavily  infested  with  fleas, 
two  disinfestations  were  necessary  before  the  house  was  completely 
free  from  vermin. 

The  matron  of  the  local  hospital  requested  assistance  in 
disinfesting  a  small  ward  previously  occupied  hy  a  person  infested 
with  lice  and  this  was  carried  out. 


Section  92.  Nuisances. 

59  complaints  of  alleged  insanitary  or  other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health  were  received,  on  inspection  1+c  oi  these 
complaints  were  found  to  he  justified  and  warrant  action. 

As  the  result  of  routine  inspections  and  complaints  39^ 
nuisances  which  could  he  dealt  with  under  this  Section  were  ^  xound 
to  exist,  39  informal  notices  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisance 
were  served. 

Three  Abatement  Notices  were  served  on  an  owner  requiring 
the  remedy  of  various  defects  prejudicial  to  health  at  three 
dwellinghouses  and  were  complied  with. 

A  total  of  48  informal  and  4  formal  notices  were  complied 
with  during  the  year  and  included  several  notices  serveo.  prior 

to  1957. 

A  summary  of  defects  remedied  is  appended. 


Section  167.  Disinfection  of  premises,  articles,  e_tc._ 

It  was  necessary  to  disinfect  only  2  houses  as  the  result 
of  infectious  diseases,  23  visits  were  also  made  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases  and  were  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
enquirv  as  to  source,  contacts,  exclusion  oi  scnool  children  etc. 


S ection  269.  Control  of  moveable  dwellings.. 

During  the  year  9  modern  trailer  type  caravans  were  licenced 
for  permanent  residence  and  1  for  week-end  use  only,  the  use  of  4 
of  the  caravans  was  later  discontinued.  Four  oi  one  remaining 
caravans  are  on  separate  sites  around  uhe  Town  and  two  occupy  a 
single  site  in  the  grounds  of  a  school. 

All  caravans  and  sites  were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  and  mains  water  supply  and  suitable  sanioary  accommoda 
tion  is  available  in  every  case. 
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THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 


A  total  of  70  inspections  and  47  re-inspections  were  made 
in  connection  with  these  Acts  which  were  later  consolidated  to 
form  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Repair  of  Dwellings. 

The  majority  of  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
repair  of  dwellings  but  in  many  instances  action  was  taken  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  as  it  was  considered  to  be  the  more  suitable. 

1  formal  and  9  informal  notices  were  served  and  1  formal 
and  14  informal  notices  were  complied  with,  one  informal  notice 
was  later  replaced  by  a  Closing  Order. 

Now  that  owners  of  controlled  properties  can  obtain  a  fair 
return  for  their  investments  there  should  be  no  reluctance  whatso¬ 
ever  to  make  full  and  proper  use  of  the  powers  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1957?  to  ensure  that  dwellinghouses  are  put  in  reasonable 
repair  together  with  the  provision  of  certain  essential  amenities. 

In  a  district  of  this  nature  many  occupants  of  the  smaller  dwellings 
still  have  to  rely  on  a  shared  standpipe  in  the  yard  for  the  supply 
of  water,  a  bowl  on  a  table  being  their  sole  means  of  domestic  and 
personal  washing.  A  separate  sink  and  internal  water  supply  needs 
to  be  provided  in  all  such  dwellings  and  would  be  of  lasting  bene¬ 
fit  to  all  tenants  concerned,  particularly  those  who  are  aged  or 
infirm. 


Demolition,  closure,  etc.,  of  unfit  houses. 

Six  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  and 
action  was  taken  in  each  case  to  secure  the  closure  or  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  houses.  This  figure  compares  very  unfavourably  with 
the  previous  year  when  54  houses  were  dealt  with  but  this  is  due 
to  the  slowing  down  and  then  halting  of  the  construction  of  Council 
accommodation. 

The  economic  situation  was  largely  to  blame,  the  high  rate 
of  interest  payable  on  local  authority  loans  has  halted  the  previous 
good  progress  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses  not  repairable  at 
reasonable  expense. 

Action  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :- 


Persons  displaced. 


Demolition  Orders  made 
Closing  Orders  made 


1 

5 


4 
1  2 


TOTAL 


6 


16 


■ 


. 


. 

^  During  che  year  9  families  totalling  3U  persons  were  re~ 

housed  in  Council  accommodation  from  condemned  houses  and  5 
families  totalling  10  persons  found  alternative  private  accommoda¬ 
tion  when  their  houses  were  condemned. 


Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  found  during  the 
year  hue  several  families  were  found  to  have  created  cramped 
conditions.  The  majority  of  these  families  occupied  Council 
accommoda c ion  and  had  taken  in  lodgers  or  allowed  relatives  to 
occupy  their  accommodation  without  Council  permission.  These 
tenants  were  requested  to  discontinue  this  practice  and  all 
tenants  complied  but  in  some  instances  much  coaxing  was  necessary 
before . the  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  were  remedied.  Certain 
exceptions  were  made  where  it  could  be  shown  that  great  hardship 
would  be  caused  by  the  Council  taking  such  action. 


The  Rent  Act.  199/. 

A  large  number  of  enquiries  were  received  concerning  rent 
increases  allowed  by  the  Act,  action  regarding  repairs,  etc.,  and 
were  made  by  tenants  and  owners  alike.  As  will  be  appreciated, 
strict  impartiality  is  necessary  in  answering  such  enquiries  as  the 
Reno  Act  is  mainly  the  concern  of  tenants  and  owners  only,  action  by 
the  local  authority  being  necessary  where  agreement  cannot  be 
reached  as  to  the  repairs  required  at  a  particular  property.  In 
view  of  this  it  was  considered  that  individual  advice  could  not  be 
given  to  either  the  owner  or  tenant  making  enquiry  but  instead  full 
information  was  given  to  each  party  as  to  their  powers  under  the 
Rent  Act,  it  then  remained  with  them  to  take  such  action  as  thev 
thought  fit. 

The  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  6th  July,  1957,  so  it  was 
only  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  first  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received.  In  practice  it  was  found 
that  certain  matters  included  in  the  tenant’s  lists  of  defects 
could  not  be  included  in  the  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  the 
tenants  were  informed  of  the  reasons  for  this  at  the  time  of 
inspection.  So  far  each  tenant  has  appreciated  these  reasons  and 
made  no  objection  to  the  exclusion  of  such  items.  It  was  also 
often  found  that  many  repairs  requiring  urgent  attention  were 
omitted  from  the  tenant's  list  but  instead  various  minor  repairs 
of  little  importance  were  included.  This  is  only  to  be  expected 
as  not  all  tenants  have  the  necessary  technical  knowledge  to 
determine  the  relative  importance  of  defects  that  exist  in  the 
house  they  occupy. 

I  consider  the  Rent  Act,  1957s  to  be  an  important  and  much 
needed  piece  of  legislation  in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  controlled 
properties.  It  has  proved  to  be  a  means  of  repairing  houses 
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without  recourse  to  action  by  the  local  authority,  similarly 
owners  of  controlled  property  should  not  have  any  excuse  for 
resisting  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  required  by  the  Council  now 
that  they  receive  a  reasonable  return  for  their  investments  in 
controlled  property.  My  main  criticism  is  the  method  by  which 
repairs  under  the  Act  are  listed  by  the  tenant.  Similar  and 
earlier  legislation  placed  this  responsibility  on  the  local 
authority  who,  through  a  suitably  qualified  officer,  could  decide 
the  repairs  that  should  reasonably  be  required. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  10  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  had  been  received. 

The  only  three  certificates  previously  issued  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1957,  were  complied  with  and 
revoked. 


C-eneral . 


20  Council  Dwellings  and  10  Frivate  Dwellings  were  completed 
and  occupied  during  the  year,  there  now  being  approximately  2515 
dwellings  in  the  Borough. 

70  inspections,  h/  re-inspections  and  58  other  visits  were 
made  in  Connection  with  the  Housing  Acts. 


FACTORIES  and  OUTWORKERS . 


20  inspections  were  made  of  premises  registered  as  factories 
and  1  inspection  was  made  of  premises  at  which  outwork  is  carried 
on.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  one  case  to  secure  and  maintain 
a  reasonable  temperature  in  a  factory  and  in  2  cases  where  there 
were  insufficient  or  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of,  and  as 
required  by  the  Factories  Act,  is  appended. 


6 


' 

’ 

. 


SHOPS  ACT ,  1  950. 


1 6.  mspoG-tions  of  shops  were  made  under  this  Act  to  enforce 
the  provisions  relating  to  the  temperature*  ventilation  and 
provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  shops. 

No  notices  were  issued  hut  two  notices  issued  the  previous 
^ ar  were  complied  with.  These  notices  were  for  the  provision  of 
a  sanitary  convenience  where  there  was  none  previously  and  the 
omher  for  an  additional  convenience  so  there  would  he  separate 
accommodation  for  employees  of  opposite  sexes. 


_F00B  PREMISES,  MILK.  DAIRIES  and  POOD  INSPECTION . 


Pood  Premises. 


There  are  94  food  premises 
vehicles  and  stalls  operating  in 
follows 


and  an  average  of  10  food 
the  Borough.  The  types  are  as 


Ice-cream  manufacturer  . . 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

School  and  factory  Canteens  . . 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 

Butchers 

Bakehouses 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  shops 
Pish 


Wet  and  Pried  Pish 
Pried  Pish 
Grocers 

General  stores  (grocery* 
Sweet  Pactory 

Sweet  Shops  . 

Greengrocers  . . 


sweets* 


o  •  o 


etc. ) 


o 


1 

8 

8 

25 

6 

3 

4 
1 
2 
1 

1  2 
1  2 
1 
7 
3 


Mobile  butchers  shops 
Pish  Stalls 

Mobile  Pish  and  Chip  Dryers  . . 

Sweet  Stalls 

Mobile  Grocers  shop 

Grocery  Stalls 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  stalls 

Mobile  greengrocers 


4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4  (average) 
1 


1  2  of  the  above  premises  continue  to  be  registered  under 
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Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed  or  preserved  food. 
26  premises  are  registered  under  Section  1 58  of  the  Essex  County 
Council  Act j,  19 3f?  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  or 
similar  commodity  and  there  were  h  new  registrations  during  the 
year.  One  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  is  also  registered. 

46  inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises,  66  inspec¬ 
tions  of  other  food  premises  and  30  inspections  of  stalls  and' 
vehicles . 


The  general  standard  of  food  premises  and  food  hygiene  within 
the  Borough  is  good  and  it  is  most  encouraging  to  observe  the 
standard  slowly  but  surely  rising  as  time  goes  by.  Some  food 
handlers  had  acquired  bad  hygienic  habits  over  the  years  but  these 
are  being  stamped  out.  hen  the  dangers  of  such  habits  were  ex¬ 
plained  the  food  handlers  concerned  often  realised  for  the  first 
uime  tne  seriousness  of  these  habits  and  their  responsibilities  to 
the  general  community. 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  those  traders  who  have 
improved  the  standard  of  their  premises,  equipment  and  staff  with 
little  or  no  urging  from  myself.  Fortunately  the  general  public 
are  at  long  last  appreciating  the  importance  of  clean  food  and 
tend  to  deal  at  those  premises  where  the  standard,  of  hygiene  and 
service  is  obviously  good.  This  in  itself  will  do  much  to  ensure 
tnat  other  traders  will  also  look  at  their  own  businesses  for 
the  improvements  necessary  to  be  able  to  compete  on  equal  terms. 

17  informal  notices  requiring  improvement  to  premises  and 
equipment  were  served.  Approximately  20  warnings  were  given,  to 
food  handlers  regarding  bad  hygienic  practices/ the  majority  of 
these  warnings  were  against  smoking  in  the  vicinity  of  unwrapped 
food. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 


There  were  three  concerns  retailing  milk  in  the  Borough,  two 
of  which  dealt  in  specially  designated  milk  and  one  in  raw  un¬ 
designated  milk.  One  retailer  holds  a  licence  to  pasteurise  milk 
and  the  inspection  of  the  dairy  and  taking  of  samples  was  carried 
out  by  the  Essex  County  Council  as  the  licensing  authority  in  this 
case . 


The  types  of  milk  sampled  by  myself  on  behalf  of  the  Borough 
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and  the  results  are  as  follows  :- 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk. 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

Sterilised  Milk. 

Ungraded  Milk. 


3 

4 


7 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


The  milk  sold  by  the  concern  dealing  in  raw  undesignated  milk 
was  also  sampled  for  biological  examination.  It  was  reported  that 
no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  or  infection  with  Brucella  abortus  was 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  an  inoculated  guinea-pig. 

^  .  extensive  samples  for  biological  examination  were  also  taken 

oi  milk  produced  by  a  local  dairy  herd.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  was 
collected  by  a  firm  outside  the  Borough  for  pasteurisation  before 
sale  as  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk  but  a  small  quantity 
of  the  milk  was  also  consumed  in  its  untreated  state  by  the  dairy 
farmer  and  his  family.  As  the  iamily  had  been  suffering  from 
occasional  illness  it  was  thought  advisable  to  have  the  milk 
examined  for  evidence  of  Brucella  abortus.  No  evidence  of  Brucella 
abortus  or  tuberculosis  was  found. 


Ice-cream  Samples  and  Ice-cream  Premises. 

Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
reported  as  follows  :- 


Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 


Ice-cream  manufacturer  6  9 

Ice-cream  retailers  7 

( ice-cream  produced  outside  the  Borough). 


9 


7 


A  big  improvement  was  made  in  the  grade  of  ice-cream 
produced  by  the  local  manufacturer.  A  few  samples  from  this  source 
were  placed  in  Grades  III  and  IV  during  the  previous  year. 

As  previously,  the  temperatures  of  all  ice-cream  samples 
were  checked  and  found  to  be  well  below  the  prescribed  maximum 
temperature. 


Pood  Inspection. 

45  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining  various 
foodstuffs  to  determine  whether  or  not  they  were  fit  for  human 
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consumption.  In  all  cases  the  food  was  surrendered  to  me 
voluntarily  and  was  later  collected  for  salvaging  and  processing 
by  a  pig  and  poultry  keeper  for  feeding  to  his  stock. 


The  types  and  quantities  of  food  surrendered  were  as  follows 


Tinned  Food.  Other  Pood. 


Fruit 

3 13  lbs. 

ket  Fish 

294 

lbs 

Meat 

228  lbs. 

Frozen  Meat 

30 

lbs 

Vegetables 

251  lbs. 

Meat  Pies 

4} 

lbs 

Milk 

147}  pints  (equivalent) 
36}  lbs. 

Bacon 

47 

lbs 

Pish 

Shellfish 

4 

lbs 

Preserves 

33  lbs. 

Frozen  Offal 

71 

lbs 

Fruit  Juice 
Cream 

Soup 

2  gallons. 

1}  lbs. 

11  pints. 

Fish  Roes 

140 

lbs 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  in  the  Borough 
showed  a  slight  decline  on  the  numbers  during  the  previous  year, 
this  was  partly  due  to  one  slaughterhouse  discontinue ing  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  a  butcher  in  a  nearby  village. 


Comparative  figures  are  as  follows 


Year. 

Cattle. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Calves.  Goats. 

TOTAL. 

1953. 

(M.o.F.  Control) 

115 

2004 

2962 

327 

6408 

1954. 

(M.o.F.  Control) 

760 

2228 

21  80 

210 

5378 

.  1 955. 

(Full  year  private 

475 

1724 

704 

40 

2943 

slaughtering) . 

1956. 

627 

261  6 

544 

36 

3823 

1957. 

550 

2599 

470 

41  3 

3663 

Meat  inspection  continued  to  be  the  duty  by  which  most  of 
my  time  was  taken  and  also  included  some  work  outside  normal 
working  hours.  Pull  co-operation  and  happy  relations  between  the 
managements  of  both  slaughterhouses  and  myself  continued  as  before 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  concerned.  As  a  result  it  was  possible 
to  slightly  reduce  the  amount  of  meat  inspection  outside  normal 
working  hours  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  butchers  or  their 
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trade.  Both  butchers  were  aware,  however,  that  they  could  call  on 
me  at  any  time  when  this  was  necessary  due  to  the  commitments  of 
their  trade. 


There  was  some  publicity  in  the  national  press  during  the 
year  regarding  the  lack  of  complete  inspection  of  animals  slaughter 
ed  for  human  consumption  in  certain  areas  of  England  and  Wales. 

An  unfortunate  remark  concerning  this  at  a  local  meeting  by  a 
member  of  a  butchers'  organisation  caused  some  concern  to 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough  when  it  appeared  in  print  in  a  local 
paper.  In  the  next  issue  of  the  paper  it  was  pointed  out  that  as 
far  as  the  Borough  and  adjoining  Rural  District  are  concerned,  all 
animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  are  inspected  prior  to  release 
for  human  consumption. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  showed  a  further 
slight  decline  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs 
affected  with  avian  tuberculosis.  In  both  cattle  and  pigs" only 
part  of  the  carcases  were  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  being 
of  a  localised  nature  the  remainder  of  the  carcase  could  be  re¬ 
leased  for  human  consumption. 


Cysticercus  bovis  in  cattle  also  increased  slightly  but  it 
was  only  necessary  to  submit  one  carcase  for  refrigeration  before 
release,  such  carcases  greatly  depreciate  in  value  as  they  can 
only  be  sold  as  frozen  meat  and  are  of  considerable  financial  loss 
to  the  butcher  concerned. 


Compar 
follows  : - 

1953. 

1954. 

1955. 

1956. 

1957. 


ive  amount 

9  tons. 
5  tons. 

1  ton. 

2  tons. 

1  ton. 


of  meat  and 

1  cwt . 
15  cwts. 
1  6  cwt s . 
4  cwts. 

1 9  cwt s . 


offal  reje 

3  qrs. 
2  qrs. 
0  qrs. 
2  qrs. 

2  qrs. 


ted  are  as 


24  lbs. 
20  lb  s . 
5  lbs. 
9  lbs. 

3  lbs. 


Rejected  meat  and  offal  was  collected 
for  reduction  into  various  products  such  as 


by  a  chemical  concern 
fertilisers . 


The  deadweight  certification  of  pigs  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Pood  was  carried  out  as 
before,  fees  totalling  £67.  19.  Od.  were  paid  into  the  General 
Rate  fund. 

543  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of 
meat  inspection. 


■ 


' 
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PREVENTION  O?  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19U9. 


The  Rodent  Research  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  treated  the  Town  sewers  for  rats  during  May 
and  November  in  connection  with,  and  further  to,  the  experimental 
treatment  they  carried  out  towards  the  end  of  1956.  As  on  previous 
occasions  the  Slade  passing  under  the  Town  was  also  treated  at 
the  same  time.  The  incidence  of  rats  in  the  sewers  was  low  and 
can  he  classed  as  very  satisfactory,  a  moderate  infestation  of  the 
Slade  was  still  evident. 

The  routine  treatment  for  rats  in  the  sewers  is  of  great 
importance  in  a  Town  of  this  nature  where  many  of  the  drainage 
systems  are  old,  the  success  of  a  sewer  treatment  can  often  he 
reflected  in  the  frequency  or  otherwise  of  above  ground  infesta¬ 
tions.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  above  ground 
infestations  were  less  than  the  previous  year. 

There  were  216  above  ground  infestations  recorded  by  which 
330  premises  and  land  areas  were  affected.  The  Councils’  refuse 
tip  continued  to  be  well  infested  with  rats  but  large  numbers  were 
killed  by  various  methods  and  there  appears  to  be  some  reduction 
in  the  extent  of  the  infestation. 

Mr.  F;.  Richardson,  the  full  time  rodent  operator,  continued 
his  duties  in  his  usual  able  and  uncomplaining  manner,  irrespective 
of  weather  conditions  or  his  age. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


A  number  of  routine  observations  were  made  of  industrial 
chimneys  in  the  Borough  and  on  several  occasions  warnings  were 
given  that  the  emission  of  smoke  must  be  reduced.  As  before  the 
cause  was  generally  due  to  faulty  stoking  and  lack  of  appreciation 
of  the  control  of  air  to  the  furnaces. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  remaining  powers  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  will  be  particularly  welcome  for  dealing 
adequately  with  such  chimneys. 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS  and  TENANCIES, 


The  number  ox  new  applications  for  Council  accommodation, 
was  75  as  compared  with.  72  in  the  previous  year. 

A  summary  of  the  applications  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
the  year  is  as  follows  °- 


Applications  from  ; 

Single  persons  , .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  . 

Single  elderly  persons  ,  . .  . .  „ .  , . 

Married  elderly  couples  . .  . . 

Married  couples  with  : 

No  children  ..  . .  . .  ce  .  .  .. 

One  child  . .  , ,  , .  . .  . .  . .  c .  . . 


Two  children  (same  sex) 

Two  children  (opposite  sex)  cc 
Three  children  (same  sex)  „ 

Three  children  (opposite  sex) 

Pour  children  (same  sex)  ,  . . 


o  e 


c  © 


o  o 


14 

13 


48 

42 

5 

7 

2 

7 

1 


TOTAL  APPLICANTS  ihS 


The  slowing  down  in 


the 


Council's  building  programme  was 
and  only  2  new  houses  and  1 b  flats 


more  noticeable  during  193/ 

for  elderly  persons  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year, 
5c  houses  and  flats  were  completed  in  the  previous  year,  For tun* 


_  ...  —  Jr  —  v  j-uuu  j  oc  x  o  I  Ui 

acely  a  few  existing  houses  came  vacant  and  5  came  available 
when  the  uenants  transferred  to  the  flats  for  elderly  peonle, 


Permission  was  given  for  20  existing  tenants  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  Council  accommodation  or  exchange  their  accommod¬ 
ation  wi on  another  tenant  where  need  could  be  shown  for  larrer  or 
smaller  accommodation  or  there  were  other  good  reasons.  30  families 
including  chose  displaced  oy  Slum  Clearance  occupied  a  Council 
dwelling  ior  the  first  time. 


Just  prior  to  the  flats  for  elder 
for  letting,  I  interviewed  a  number  of 
of  couples  and  persons  living  alone  in 


suggested  that 


they  might  line  to  take 


ly  persons  coming  available 
existing  tenants  consisting 
three  bedroom  houses  and 
smaller  accommodation.  Many 
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■ 

of  these  tenants  occupied  pre-war  houses  and  had  lived  in  them 
since  they  were  built,,  The  majority  of  such  tenants  were  reluct¬ 
ant  to  move  to  more  convenient  accommodation  as  they  had  their 
houses  and  gardens  to  their  liking  and  did  not  wish  to  leave  their 
neighbours.  _’his  can  be  readily  appreciated  as  can  the  fact  that 
elderly  people  cannot  adjust  themselves  to  new  conditions  so  easily 
as  younger  persons.  from  the  Council’s  point  of  view  this  was  a 
pity  as  naturally  a  full  and  economic  use  of  their  property  is 
essential.  Sight  should  not  be  lost,  however,  of  how  many  fewer 
flats  would  have  been  available  for  the  applicants  not  already 
occupying  Council  property.  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives 
several  applicants  were  able  to  enjoy  modern  amenities  and  good 
living  conditions. 

Council  owned  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted 
of  the  following  ;- 


178 

20 

436 


Pre-war  houses  and  flats 
Pre-fabricated  Arccn  bungalows 
Post-war  houses  and  flats 


634 


TOTAL 


There  were  also  16  houses  under  construction. 

53  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  housing  applications 
and  101  visits  in  connection  with  matters  affecting  Council 
tenants . 


-  14  - 


. 

. 


. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION. 


INSPECT  I  PITS  and  VIS  I TS . 


A.  Public  Health. 

Nuisances 

Public  Health  Act  . . 

Re-visits 

Moveable  Dwellings  . 

Filthy  and/or  verminous  dwellings 
Shops  Act  ..  ••  •  «  ' • 

Factories 
Outworkers 

Miscellaneous  Visits 
Smoke  Abatement 


30 

167 

95 

14 

4 

16 

20 

1 

73 

9 


B.  Housing. 

Housing  Acts 
Re-visits 

Miscellaneous  "Visits  «  •  »  » 

Inquiries  into  applications  for 

Council  Houses 

Council  House  Tenancies  .  . 


70 

47 

58 

53 

101 


C.  Infectious  Disease. 

Enquiries  into  cases 
Disinfections  carried  out 


D.  Meat  Inspection. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  , .  . .  • •  543 


E.  Food  Premises  and  Food  Hygiene. 

Food  Surrender 

Registered  Premises 

Dairies  and  milk  distributors  . . 

Other  Food  Premises 

Food  Stalls  and  vehicles 


45 

46 
15 
66 
30 


F.  Miscellaneous. 
Rodent  Control 


4b 


TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  15/3 


15 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  and  NUISANCES  ABATED. 


(Does  not  include  Shops,,  Factories  or  Food  Premises) . 


General „ 


Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 
Dustbins  supplied  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  2 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  .  . .  . .  1 


Drainage . 


Drains  repaired  or  improved  . .  . .  . .  6 
Obstructed  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 
,.ater-closets  repaired  or  improved  . .  .  .  4 
Flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired  . .  4 


Mater  Supply. 

Mains  supply  provided  to  houses  .  . .  . .  4 


Repairs  to  Dwellinghouses. 

Chimneys  re-constructed 
External  brickwork  and  rendering 
repaired  -  houses 
Roofs  repaired 

Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  repaired 
or  renewed 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  -  rooms 
all  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  -  rooms 
Dampness  remedied  -  rooms  . 

Doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  . 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  -  rooms 
Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 
Staircases  repaired  „ 

Food  Stores  provided 


2 

7 

14 

1  8 
4 
17 
21 
3 

3 

4 
1 
3 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act . 


1  .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises. 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sect. 
1,2,3>4  &  6,  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority. 

2 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Sect.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

48 

18 

2 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers ’  premises) . 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

51 

20 

2 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases 
were  found. 

in  which 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref err 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

•ed 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Yant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2 ) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation(S .1 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

■)  - 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences (S. 7> 

“ 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

“** 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

1 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork. 

— 

— 

— 

- 

TOTAL 

3  i 

1 

..... 

— 

1 

- 1 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act, 


OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110. 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August 
list  required  by  Sect. 110  (l)(c) 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in 
sending  lists  to  Council. 

No.  of  prosecutions  for 
failure  to  supply  lists. 

Section  111. 

No.  of  instances  of  work  in 
unwholesome  premises. 

Notices  served. 

Prosecutions . 

TOTAL 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected,  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lamb  s 

Pigs 

| 

Horses 

Number  killed 

547 

3 

41 

470 

2599 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

547 

3 

41 

470 

2599 

Nil 

All  diseases  and 

conditions  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci . 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
wa  s  c o nd ernne d . 

115 

2 

1 

14 

157 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

21  .0% 

66.7% 

4.9% 

3.0% 

6.5?? 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

56 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

3-1% 

2.1% 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
wa  s  c  o  nd  ernne  d 

7 

Nil 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

i 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
Totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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